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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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FINAL DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No. US 2004/0014459 by Shanahan et al, hereinafter Shanahan. 

Regarding claim 3, Shanahan discloses a method of alerting a user of an occasion date in 
a phone (Figs. 5-7, 20; section 0022, lines 1-10) having an incoming call ring sound alteration 
function (section 0045, lines 1-13), comprising: 

entering an occasion date registration mode on a phone (section 0051, lines 1-8; section 0058, 
lines 1-11); 

displaying an occasion date registration screen on the phone, the occasion date registration 
screen including a menu for the user to select an occasion date and incoming call ring sound 
(section 0045, lines 8-13; section 0048, lines 1-6; section 0058, lines 7-9); 
registering the occasion date (section 0045, lines 8-13); 

accepting a call on the phone, the call intended for the user (section 0045, lines 1-8); 
determining whether today is the registered occasion date (section 0045, lines 8-13); 
inherently setting a first predetermined ring sound as the incoming call ring sound on the phone 
if today is not the registered occasion date; 
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and changing the first predetermined ring sound to a second predetermined ring sound, if today is 
the registered occasion date to remind the user of the registered occasion date 
(section 0045, lines 6-13). 

Regarding claim 4, the method of claim 3 mentioned above, wherein Shanahan further 
discloses: designating a date selected by the user as the registered occasion date (section 0045, 
lines 8-13); and registering a ring sound selected by the user among ring sounds stored in the 
phone with respect to the registered occasion date (section 0025, line 1 - section 0026, line 21; 
section 0045, lines 1-13; section 0051, lines 1-8; section 0058, lines 1-11; Figs. 5-7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S Patent 
No, 6,449,498 by Kirbas et al, hereinafter Kirbas, in view of Shanahan. 

Regarding claim 1, Kirbas discloses a method of alerting a user of an occasion date in a 
phone (col. 2, lines 46-49) having an idle mode screen displaying function (see Abstract), 
comprising: determining whether today is a registered occasion date (col. 3, lines 8-10); 
displaying a first predetermined image for an idle mode screen on the phone for viewing by the 
user, if today is not the registered occasion date (col. 3, lines 53-61); and changing the first 
predetermined image to a second predetermined image, if today is the registered occasion date to 
remind the user of the registered occasion date (col. 3, lines 8-43; see Fig. 1). 
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Kirbas does not disclose the method when a call is received and accepting a call on a 
phone, the call intended for a user. 

Shanahan discloses a method of alerting a user of an occasion date when a call is received 
in a phone (Figs. 5-7, 20; section 0022, lines 1-10) having a mode screen displaying function 
(section 0045, lines 1-13), comprising: 

accepting a call on a phone, the call intended for a user (section 0045, lines 1-8); 
checking whether today is a registered occasion date (section 0045, lines 8-11); 
and displaying a second predetermined image, if the today is the registered occasion date to 
remind the user of the registered occasion date (section 0045, lines 1-13). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the method of Kirbas to the method when a call is received and accepting a call 
on a phone, the call intended for a user as taught by Shanahan. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been lead to make such a modification to alert a user of an occasion date when a call 
is received. 

Regarding claim 2, the method of claim 1 mentioned above, wherein Shanahan further 
discloses: designating a date selected by the user as the registered occasion date (section 0045, 
lines 8-13); and registering an image selected by the user among mode screen images stored in 
the phone with respect to the registered occasion date (section 0025, line 1 - section 0026, line 
21; section 0045, lines 1-13; section 0051, lines 1-8; section 0058, lines 1-18; Figs. 5-7). 
5. Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shanahan 
in view of Kirbas. 
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Regarding claim 5, Shanahan discloses a method of alerting a user of an occasion date 
when a call is received in a phone (Figs. 5-7, 20; section 0022, lines 1-10) having a mode screen 
displaying function and having an incoming call ring sound alteration function (section 0045, 
lines 1-13), comprising: 

accepting a call on a phone, the call intended for a user (section 0045, lines 1-8); 

checking whether today is a registered occasion date (section 0045, lines 8-11); 

inherently playing a first predetermined ring sound as an incoming call ring sound, if the today is 

not the registered occasion date; 

and displaying a second predetermined image and playing a second predetermined ring sound as 
the incoming call ring sound, if the today is the registered occasion date to remind the user of the 
registered occasion date (section 0045, lines 1-13). 

Shanahan does not disclose an idle mode screen displaying function and displaying a first 
predetermined image for an idle mode screen on the phone. 

Kirbas discloses a method of alerting a user of an occasion date in a phone (col. 2, lines 
46-49) having an idle mode screen displaying function (see Abstract; col. 2, lines 40-57), 
comprising: 

determining whether today is a registered occasion date (col. 3, lines 8-10); 

displaying a first predetermined image for an idle mode screen on the phone for viewing by the 

user, if the today is not the registered occasion date (col. 3, lines 53-61); and 

displaying a second predetermined image, if the today is the registered occasion date to remind 

the user of the registered occasion date (col. 3, lines 8-43; see Fig. 1). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the method of Shanahan to include an idle mode screen displaying function and 
displaying a first predetermined image for an idle mode screen on the phone as taught by Kirbas. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have been lead to make such a modification to display a 
first predetermined image in an idle mode on a phone and display a second predetermined image 
if today is a registered occasion date. 

Regarding claim 6, the method of claim 5 mentioned above, wherein Shanahan further 
discloses: designating a date selected by the user as the registered occasion date (section 0045, 
lines 8-13); and registering an image and a ring sound selected by the user among idle mode 
screen images and ring sounds stored in the phone with respect to the registered occasion date 
(section 0025, line 1 - section 0026, line 21; section 0045, lines 1-13; section 0051, lines 1-8; 
section 0058, lines 1-18; Figs. 5-7). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. Accordingly, this action is FINAL. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

• US Patent Application Publication No. 2001/0050977 by Gerszber et al disclose a 
method of alerting a user of an occasion date in a phone having a mode screen displaying 
function 

• U.S. Patent No. 5,870,683 by Wells et al disclose a method of alerting a user of an 
occasion, e.g. a holiday, in a phone having an idle mode screen displaying function 

9. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or call: 

(571) 272-2600 (for customer service assistance) 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lisa Hashem whose telephone number is (571) 272-7542. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547. Any inquiry of a general nature or 
relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 
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1 1 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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